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suggestions as to the relative condensation of a molecule in
comparison with others of similar empirical composition. For
instance, leucite and jadeite are empirically of similar type; but
the latter has by far the greater density, together with superior
hardness. It is, therefore, presumably more complex than
leucite, and this supposition must be taken into account in
considering its ultimate formula. From what may be called the
natural history of a mineral, still another group of data can be
drawn, relating to its genesis, its constant associations, and its
alterability. In this connection pseudomorphs become of the
utmost interest, and, properly studied, shed much light upon
otherwise obscure problems. An alteration product is the
record of a chemical change, and as such has weighty
significance. The decomposition of spodumene into eucryptite
and albite, the transformation of topaz into mica, and many
like occurrences in nature,...
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