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America both challenges and enhances existing interpretations of the phenomenon. Locating its origins 400
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development of a 'persecuting society' in which campaigns against scapegoats such as heretics, Jews, lepers
and homosexuals set the scene for the later witch hunts. He examines the creation of the witch stereotype and
looks at how the early trials and hunts evolved, with the shift from accusatory to inquisitorial court procedures
and reliance upon confessions leading to the increasing use of torture. book.
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