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species now being studied, one that has very early yielded results of interest in this connection is the common
shepherd s-purse of our dooryards. Bursa bursa-pastoris (L.) Britton. Bursa (Capsella) bursa-pastoris is known
to the taxonomist as an exceedingly variable species, which seems to have been brought to this country from
Europe, but which is now naturalized and almost universally distributed throughout the North Temperate zone.
So strikingly different, qualitatively, were the characters of different individuals observed growing side by side
in nature that it was difficult to believe that they all belonged to a single series of fluctuating variations, and
when the opportunity offered to make pedigree-cultures this species at once suggested itself as favorable
material. This thought was based not alone upon its apparent polymorphism, but also upon its hardiness, ease
of culture, and the impossibility of its having been subjected to any of the artificial conditions of isolation,
crossing, etc., which are usually thought to render plants of economic value unfit to give information regarding
the behavior of plants in nature. No one has ever attempted to improve the shepherd s-purse, and although its
rapid extension over its present great range is undoubtedly dependent upon the agency of man, both in
supplying suitable habitats and more directly in the transportation of the seeds, yet in performing these
operations his work has been wholly unintentional, and he is therefore to be classed with the other accidental
agents of nature, thus leaving to Bursa the solution of its problems of maintenance, extension of range, and
evolutionary progress, under conditions which are fundamentally like those that must be met...
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