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from Nature in Disease: An Address Before the Norfolk District
Medical Society of Massachusetts, at the Annual Meeting, May
12, 1852 It may be said, and with truth, that this is a difficult
question to de cide - that single cases vary greatly in character
- that the constitution and state of the patient are not the
same, for any two individuals - that in its tendency, severity
and complications, each case differs from every other; But all
this does not alter the proposition. I From such cases we are
constantly proclaiming the value of certain remedies, and
deducing plausible theories of treatment. Aye, but the
experiment - who will be bold enough to try it? The sin of
omission in practice is the unpar donable of offences. To have
tried everything that could be thought of is the impregnable
retreat of the baf?ed practitioner, and a balmy seda tive to the
bereaved. Nevertheless, until the benefits of the prescription
over its omission be known, the administration of a drug is as
great and as hazardous an experiment as the withholding of...
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