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***x* Excerpt from Mary Wollstonecraft and the Beginnings of Female Emancipation in France and England The
history of the Emancipation of Women is the long and varied record of their slow and gradual liberation from
that utter subjec tion to Man in which various circumstances beyond their control among which the physical
superiority of the latter, a form of male supremacy which has seldom been called into question, was probably
the most prominent had combined to place them. It relates how in the course of centuries either with the
support of a certain portion of the Opposite sex or relying upon their own te sources they strove to cast off the
shackles which bound and degraded them, and to acquire that degree of physical, intellectual and moral
freedom to which they felt themselves entitled. That the movement towards complete enfranchisement met
with a varied reception and was hampered and retarded by men and often by women themselves was due
chiefly to the fact that in the question of female possibilities there was much diversity Of Opinions at dif ferent
times and among different nations. The worst enemies to evolu tion of this kind were those women who,
holding the Empire of Love and Gallantry to be their exclusive domain, in which their sway was not likely to be
ever disputed, turned deliberately against those of their own sex who in trying to wrench from the hands of
men the sceptre of social power, were willing to forego the privileges of sex. That women were thus divided
among themselves from the first, was the natural outcome of those differences in personal attractions and in
personal intelligence which have always constituted the great danger of too sweeping...
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