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was the first blacksmith, and followed his trade as early as 1651. In 1653 the town made certain grants to John
Webster on condition that he establish the first saw mill which he probably did. Mill street was laid out in this
year. On February 9, 1654, Stephen Kent was given leave to place a weir in Little River to catch alewives, and this
is the first mention of fisheries. Thomas Dow died May 31, this year, the first adult to die in town. The first
Quaker arrived in 1655. In 1658 the first administrator was appointed, Robert Clement on the estate of his
brother John, who was lost at sea. The first deed was given by Thomas Sleeper and wife, October 11, 1659, to
William White. The first burial ground mentioned, is in November, 1660, the land back of the meetinghouse. The
first public school was established in 1660, and Thomas Wasse was the first instructor at a salary of ten pounds
annually besides what the parents paid him. He kept that position for 13 years. The first captain of militia
mentioned was William White, in 1662, and Daniel Ladd was first lieutenant mentioned at the same time. William
Simmons is mentioned, this year, as the first physician. In 1664, the first pound was built, near the meeting-
house. The first moderator recorded was John Johnson, at the annual town meeting in 1668. At the annual
meeting in 1670 it was voted to build the first schoolhouse, near the meetinghouse....
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