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illustrated. 1906 Excerpt: . .. study, but is equally important for those graduates of the secondary schools whose
future occupation does not directly require study of nature. The remaining four theses relate more specifically
to German conditions, pointing out that under the present curricula biologic study is excluded from the later
years of the course, in which years alone the pupil is sufficiently mature to understand what is taught of the
processes of life and the influence of environment; demanding that biologic instruction should be given, say
two hours weekly, throughout the nine years of the school course; and making some specific proposals
whereby it is thought this can be accomplished. A committee was formed to circulate the theses and the
support of about eight hundred scientists was secured. At the session of the association in Cassel in 1903 this
committee made a report and proposed that the Hamburg Theses be adopted by the general session of the
association. In consequence of the resolution then adopted, the general session of the association at Breslau in
1904, took up the topic, Report and Debate on the Instruction in Mathematics and the Natural Sciences in the
Higher Schools. All the questions involved were referred to a commission. Two of the governing principles
which it set up are the following: I. The commission wishes that instruction in the higher schools be neither one-
sidedly linguistico-historical, nor one-sidedly mathematico-scientific. Il. The commission recognizes
mathematics and the natural sciences as of equal culture value with the languages...
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