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of a nation, the rise and progress of a religious sect, or order, the primary steps in the organization of society,
whether on old plans or new, present many features in common. Old methods clad in renovated garb are often
employed by peculiar agents, under unusual circumstances; occasionally a new idea presents itself, or an old
one long since discarded is reproduced in a new setting, but if the nation, sect, or order be successful, the
record is full of interest. The Mormon articles of faith, considered separately, are most ancient; as a creed its
novelty is in its grouping. The world is proffered, by this organization which we are about to consider, a bundle
of religious dogmas that, taken as a whole, without knowledge of the existence of a church which professed to
accept them, would be regarded by the theological student as intended for a caricature of the religious idea.
The Mormon hierarchy has resurrected also a system of social relationship which at best is but a bestial relic of
barbarism, and has thrust it forward with a zeal and a tenacity of purpose that, while it impeaches both their
wisdom and their purity, surprises us into a sort of admiration for their misemployed courage. After the whole
civilized world has branded polygamy as a crime, a religious sect, professedly more Christian than any other,
claiming to be led day by day by divine revelation, coming through an infallible priesthood, has succeeded in
establishing it here - in the United States - and so firmly, that it has resisted for over thirty years all efforts...
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