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illustrated. 1922 edition. Excerpt: . . . MR. GIRLING 1 Daylight was beginning to make itself faintly felt outside the
window before the two principals in Messrs. Fraser and Company finally separated. Through all the long hours
of the night, regardless of everything except the matter under discussion, they had talked and argued, and
argued and talked. And at the end of it all neither of them had budged so much as an inch from his own
attitude towards the problem at issue, and no decision of any kind had been reached. George Lucas, who was a
great believer in solvitur ambulando, and must have walked nearly fiEeen miles round the sitting-room table
during the night, had through thick and thin returned to and reiterated his one, unjustifiable refrain. Its all
perfectly simple, he would begin again and again, and no matter where the argument led them, at a given
point he would always make a fresh start from this same extraordinary postulate. Its all perfectly simple, he
said. You can say what you like, but weve got two jolly good investments. I quite admit that some time in the
next few weeks we ve got to raise something like forty thousand pounds, and --he raised his hand to stem Bills
attempted interruption-- and I quite admit that at the moment I have no idea how we re going to do it. But,
hang it all, we know that Stromberg is all right, and we know that Lemaitre is all right....
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