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Great events make anniversaries, and all civilized peoples observe and commemorate them. To St. Louis, now
in the hundredth year of its existence, no day has become more memorable than the tenth day of May, eighteen
hundred and sixty-one; when was witnessed by her citizens, on this spot, within her own corporate limits, the
first collision between our noble Union, and those recreant State authorities, which desired and intended to
wrest Missouri by violence from the Union s embrace. This generation in St. Louis will not forget that day. The
Secessionists of St. Louis will remember it as a day that suddenly nipped the treason of their leaders in the bud;
and her patriots will cherish it as the day that rescued them and Missouri from the grasp of traitors, which,
once fixed upon her, might not to this hour have been thrown off. History, too, will assign that day a position of
prime importance in the course of events succeeding the fall of Sumter; for had the designs which caused the
assemblage of citizen-soldiery at Camp Jackson been accomplished, who can estimate the extent of the injury
to the Union cause in Missouri, and throughout this great Central Valley? God only knows whether the whole
course of the dread conflict which has now been waged for more than two years, might not have been
changed, disastrously to our country. Let us then render devout thanks to Him, for the day itself, and for the
privilege of meeting here in peace to commemorate it! You will not, my friends, fail to remember the wild
excitement in our city...
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