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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1890 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER V. RELIGIOUS CONDITION OF JUDAEA. EDects of
the Captivity on the religion of Israel--Reaction against idolatry--Suspension of ritual--General decay and
decline of religion--Revival under Zerubbabel--Rebuilding of the Temple and re-establishment of the Temple-
worship--Position taken up with respect to the Samaritans--Recurrence of lukewarmness--The Priests and
Levites under Zerubbabel--The prophets, Haggai and Zechariah--Question as to the extent to which the Mosaic
Law was known to, and acted on by, Zerubbabel--Exaltation of the High-Priesthood--Advance of the
Hagiocracy--General decline of religious fervour--Intermarriage with heathen--Danger of syncretism--Want of a
definite sacred Book--Want of copies of the Law and of religious teaching--Early eDorts of Ezra to improve
matters, fail--State of Religion on the arrival of Nehemiah at Jerusalem. THE captivity of the Jewish people in
Babylon had a remarkable eDect upon their religion. On the one hand it exorcised from the soul of the nation
the spirit of idolatry by which it had been so long possessed; on the other hand it loosened the hold upon the
people of all the outward ordinances, by which hitherto so much store had been set. The close contact into
which the Jews were brought with the Babylonian idolatry, and the character of that idolatry and of the
priesthood which supported it, seemed to have disenchanted the people from the charm of polytheism and
idolatry altogether. The Babylonian worship was in all its essential features very diDerent from that of the
Grecian mythology. It was even worse than that of the Palestinian...
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